
VFR Weather minimumsVFR Weather minimums

FAR 91.155FAR 91.155



Rules of ThumbRules of Thumb
Usually remember 3Usually remember 3--512 (BAH)512 (BAH)
–– 3 3 smsm visibilityvisibility
–– 500500’’ BBelow the cloudselow the clouds
–– 1,0001,000’’ AAbove the cloudsbove the clouds
–– 2,0002,000’’ HHorizontally the cloudsorizontally the clouds

Exceptions:Exceptions:
–– Class A Class A →→ IFR onlyIFR only
–– Class B Class B →→ 3 3 smsm, clear of clouds, clear of clouds
–– Class E (above 10,000Class E (above 10,000’’msl) msl) →→ 5 miles visibility and 15 miles visibility and 1--11--1 BAH :1 BAH :

1,0001,000’’ belowbelow
1,0001,000’’ below andbelow and
1 mile horizontally clearance from the clouds1 mile horizontally clearance from the clouds

–– Class G (day) Class G (day) →→ 1 1 smsm visibility, clear of cloudsvisibility, clear of clouds
–– Special VFR Special VFR →→ 1 1 smsm, clear of clouds, clear of clouds



Class B
3sm, cc

Class C
3sm, 512

Class D
3sm, 512

Class G
DAY

1sm, cc

Class G
NIGHT

3sm, 512

700’AGL

1,200’AGL

Class E
3sm, 512

Class E
5sm, 111

Class A
IFR only

10,000’ MSL

18,000’ MSL

Class E
FL 600

2,500’AGL
4,000’AGL

2,900’AGL

5,500’AGL



Class AClass A

n/an/aALLALLAircraft SeparationAircraft Separation

n/an/aYESYESTwoTwo--way Radio way Radio 
CommunicationCommunication

n/an/aInstrument ratingInstrument ratingMinimum Pilot QualificationMinimum Pilot Qualification

n/an/aATC clearanceATC clearanceEntry PrerequisitesEntry Prerequisites

NONOYESYESOperation PermittedOperation Permitted

VFRVFRIFRIFRAbove 18,000Above 18,000’’



Class BClass B

Clear of cloudsClear of cloudsn/an/aMinimum Distance from CloudsMinimum Distance from Clouds

3 statute mile3 statute milen/an/aMinimum Flight VisibilityMinimum Flight Visibility

YESYESYESYESSafety AlertsSafety Alerts

YESYESYESYESTraffic AdvisoriesTraffic Advisories

ALLALLALLALLAircraft SeparationAircraft Separation

YESYESYESYESTwoTwo--way Radio Communicationway Radio Communication

Student pilot with Student pilot with 
endorsementendorsement

Instrument ratingInstrument ratingMinimum Pilot QualificationMinimum Pilot Qualification

ATC clearanceATC clearanceATC clearanceATC clearanceEntry PrerequisitesEntry Prerequisites

YESYESYESYESOperation PermittedOperation Permitted

VFRVFRIFRIFRBig, busy airportsBig, busy airports



Class CClass C

Radio ContactRadio ContactATC clearanceATC clearanceEntry PrerequisitesEntry Prerequisites

55••11••2   B2   B••AA••HHn/an/aMinimum Distance from CloudsMinimum Distance from Clouds

3 statute mile3 statute milen/an/aMinimum Flight VisibilityMinimum Flight Visibility

YESYESYESYESSafety AlertsSafety Alerts

YESYESYESYESTraffic AdvisoriesTraffic Advisories

Between IFR & VFRBetween IFR & VFRALLALLAircraft SeparationAircraft Separation

YESYESYESYESTwoTwo--way Radio Communicationway Radio Communication

Student pilotStudent pilotInstrument ratingInstrument ratingMinimum Pilot QualificationMinimum Pilot Qualification

YESYESYESYESOperation PermittedOperation Permitted

VFRVFRIFRIFRNot very busy airportsNot very busy airports



Class DClass D

Radio ContactRadio ContactATC clearanceATC clearanceEntry PrerequisitesEntry Prerequisites

55••11••2   B2   B••AA••HHn/an/aMinimum Distance from CloudsMinimum Distance from Clouds

3 statute mile3 statute milen/an/aMinimum Flight VisibilityMinimum Flight Visibility

YESYESYESYESSafety AlertsSafety Alerts

Workload permittingWorkload permittingWorkload permittingWorkload permittingTraffic AdvisoriesTraffic Advisories

n/an/aIFR & SVFRIFR & SVFRAircraft SeparationAircraft Separation

YESYESYESYESTwoTwo--way Radio Communicationway Radio Communication

Student pilotStudent pilotInstrument ratingInstrument ratingMinimum Pilot QualificationMinimum Pilot Qualification

YESYESYESYESOperation PermittedOperation Permitted

VFRVFRIFRIFRTowered airportsTowered airports



Class EClass E

NoneNoneATC clearanceATC clearanceEntry PrerequisitesEntry Prerequisites

55••11••2   B2   B••AA••H <10,000H <10,000’’
11••11••1   B1   B••AA••H >10,000H >10,000

n/an/aMinimum Distance from CloudsMinimum Distance from Clouds

3 statute mile < 10,0003 statute mile < 10,000’’
5 stature miles > 10,0005 stature miles > 10,000’’

n/an/aMinimum Flight VisibilityMinimum Flight Visibility

YESYESYESYESSafety AlertsSafety Alerts

Workload permittingWorkload permittingWorkload permittingWorkload permittingTraffic AdvisoriesTraffic Advisories

n/an/aIFR & SVFRIFR & SVFRAircraft SeparationAircraft Separation

NoNoYESYESTwoTwo--way Radio Communicationway Radio Communication

Student pilotStudent pilotInstrument ratingInstrument ratingMinimum Pilot QualificationMinimum Pilot Qualification

YESYESYESYESOperation PermittedOperation Permitted

VFRVFRIFRIFRNotNot--towered airportstowered airports
700/1,200700/1,200’’ transition areastransition areas
Federal airwaysFederal airways
OffOff--shore areasshore areas



Class GClass G

NoneNoneNoneNoneEntry PrerequisitesEntry Prerequisites

Clear of clouds (DAY)Clear of clouds (DAY)
< 10,000msl : 5< 10,000msl : 5••11••2   B2   B••AA••HH
>10,000msl : 1>10,000msl : 1••11••1   B1   B••AA••HH

n/an/aMinimum Distance from CloudsMinimum Distance from Clouds

1 statute miles (DAY)1 statute miles (DAY)
NIGHT < 10,000msl : 3 statute milesNIGHT < 10,000msl : 3 statute miles
DAY/NIGHT > 10,000msl : 5 DAY/NIGHT > 10,000msl : 5 st.milesst.miles

n/an/aMinimum Flight VisibilityMinimum Flight Visibility

YESYESYESYESSafety AlertsSafety Alerts

Workload permittingWorkload permittingWorkload permittingWorkload permittingTraffic AdvisoriesTraffic Advisories

NoneNoneNoneNoneAircraft SeparationAircraft Separation

NoNoNoNoTwoTwo--way Radio Communicationway Radio Communication

Student pilotStudent pilotInstrument ratingInstrument ratingMinimum Pilot QualificationMinimum Pilot Qualification

YESYESYESYESOperation PermittedOperation Permitted

VFRVFRIFRIFRElsewhere where is not Class A or B or Elsewhere where is not Class A or B or 
C or D or EC or D or E


